WALPOLE                                CHAP

upon to exhibit these qualifications in a more important
field.

The first Parliament of Anne was strongly Tory. The
House of Lords, numbering before the Union with. Scot-
land about one hundred and ninety members, including
the bishops and the Catholic peers who could not sit,
contained the representatives of the great families who
had made and guided the Eevolution of 1688. Here,
therefore, the Whigs held a uniform predominance. But
they had no share in the leading posts of administration
for three years after the accession of the queen. Marl-
borough and Godolphin were the two heads of Anne's
first government, and they remained so until the great
ministerial revolution in 1710. During this period of
eight years the government passed through no fewer
than three important changes. First Marlborough and
Godolphin were joined by the high Tories, with the
Earl of Nottingham at their head. Then in 1704 the high
Tories were displaced, and Godolphin took in the more
moderate and, we must add, the more unprincipled
section of the same party, in the persons of Harley
and St. John. They were brought in as the par-
ticular friends of Marlborough, and were meant by
him to balance the Whig influence of Cowper and
Sunderland. It was to be not government by parties,
but government by groups. Finally, the General and the
Treasurer, as the two leaders were called, found them-
selves slowly driven to look in the Whig direction,
and in 1706 they pressed the Earl of Sunderland into
the government, against the vehement wishes of the
queen, and to the .great displeasure of their colleagues.
Halifax told them they were mixing oil with vinegarnto finance, and
